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Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.06 pm]: Before we broke 
for afternoon tea I was talking about the Loan Bill that the government has now brought in for approval. I had 
only just begun. I was lamenting the difficulties our community faces given the Barnett government’s financial 
mismanagement. I was extolling the virtues of the Australian Computer Society and certainly Dr Adrian Boeing, 
and talking about the missed opportunities in this state and how the government has neither identified nor put in 
place any plan or strategy for investigating other opportunities in employment for the future. I also canvassed 
that the government had missed out in the area of cybersecurity, which is a matter I am sure you would have an 
interest in, Mr President, given your great interest in science and innovation. We know that cybersecurity is 
becoming a growth area, if members like, for criminal activity and certainly for research. I was saying that whilst 
the government may indeed come out with some sort of information and communications technology strategy, 
I doubt very much that, given the state of the finances, there will be any scope in it to advance any research or 
job creation opportunities in that space. That is a real shame, given the resources we have in WA via the ECU 
cybersecurity unit and a range of education and training programs. If we are looking at jobs for the future, 
perhaps this is an area in which WA could seek to grow and excel to provide better support to both community 
members and business and thus, in the process, hopefully save the pain of loss in dollar terms when people are 
scammed or hit-up. I referenced my other two colleagues and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 
forum that we went to. It was quite fascinating that on the opening day there was a large, live map up on a screen 
that showed what was happening around — 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Kate Doust  
Hon KATE DOUST: Thank you, Mr President.  
There was this large, live map of what was happening at that point in time all around the world in terms of 
cybercrime. We could see how different countries were operating in different time zones at different parts of the 
day and the other countries that they were targeting. It was quite fascinating to see the volume of that traffic 
online and the areas they were targeting, and to then look at where Australia and certainly where our state fitted 
into that. I think that is a real challenge that has been missed by this government in addressing those sorts of 
issues and offering up opportunities.  
Part of that comes down to the fact that because this government has not managed the finances it has cut back 
hard in government departments and agencies and now we do not have the capacity to explore those avenues. 
That will leave a gap for us in the future and I would be very interested to see what the government’s overarching 
cybersecurity is at a state level for not only the government sector, but also the community. I am sure that the 
Consumer Protection Division is doing some work in that space—at least I hope it is. The question is how we get 
that message out into the community to manage that problem, because that will become one of our biggest 
challenges. I am sure that everyone in this place at some point has been targeted by some sort of online scammer. 
Last week I had to deal with it myself so it is very fresh in my mind. Those are some of the things I was talking 
about and that I felt had not been managed appropriately by the government. A lot of that goes to the fact that the 
dollars are no longer there. The government has eroded the very good financial position that we were in.  
I also talked about the added imposts that have arisen during the two terms of the Barnett Liberal government 
and the increase in land tax and the flow-on burdens to small business and how they have had to moderate their 
activities. A lot of small businesses have had to cut back on their floor space and staff, and some retailers have 
had to reduce their product line. Many changes have occurred. People are trying to modify their activity or their 
behaviour to deal with the increases in taxes and charges imposed by this government. I have also talked about 
the increases that people at home have had to deal with such as transport costs, electricity and water rates and the 
flow-on increases from local government with things such as landfill levies—all those things that we have dealt 
with from time to time in this place. I am very sure that as we get closer to the election next year, those are the 
matters that will be at the front of voters’ minds when they go to vote. 

Through its actions over the last eight years, the government has certainly engineered in the Western Australian 
taxpayer a loss of faith in the government. I doubt very much whether the Premier has a lot of credibility left on 
anything. We only have to listen to talkback radio or go online to see that sort of feedback. People have had 
enough. The government has not been able to provide any strategies or solutions that will enable people to have 
a reasonable standard of living and to go about their business without having this huge debt hanging over their 
head. I talked earlier about the Premier’s ability to create diversions, come up with thought bubbles and talk 
about all the wonderful ideas he might have, but they are so far into the future that he will never be held 
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responsible for them, deliver them or work out a way to pay for them. If any of those things are committed to 
before the election, it will be the community that pays for them in the long term; in fact, it is paying for it now. 
Those are some of the things that I talked about prior to the break. The government has mismanaged its finances 
so badly that the government has come into this place with another begging bill, if you like, to try to fill the gap, 
so I will now talk about the issue of transparency and accountability. In 2008, when Mr Barnett was first elected, 
he was very much out in the public arena saying how he would be more transparent and accountable and how 
everything would be up-front and open. Over the years we have found that that is not the case. I have referred to 
the many broken commitments that he has made to the Western Australian public. We now find that that lack of 
transparency has moved its way through his cabinet. In recent times we have seen report after report by the 
Auditor General making findings about a lack of transparency from a range of ministers. Whenever questions 
have been asked in this place by the opposition, the Greens or whoever else, we have been fobbed off with the 
answer that it is commercial-in-confidence. We just had another example of that from a non-government area 
and ministers have refused to provide the information. I imagine it would be very frustrating for the Auditor 
General to not be able to access information or get to the nub of the issue. I question why a minister would want 
to hide information and why they would not want to be up-front and send it to the Western Australian public and 
provide the level of detail that has been asked for. The fact that the Auditor General has produced so many 
reports about ministerial notification and a range of other matters should be ringing alarm bells for not just the 
government, but also certainly for the public. If we have moved from just the Premier not being honest with the 
community about what he is doing, to those beyond, it is not very good. It is learned behaviour and poor practice 
and it is something that needs to be stopped. The Auditor General has been sending some very clear messages 
that are obviously not being picked up because just this week he tabled more reports about those same types of 
issues. Sadly, it is too late in the day and too late in the electoral cycle for this government to change its ways. It 
has become so desperate that it is trying to cover up all its flaws and is just shutting the doors and refusing to 
provide honest answers to reasonable questions.  
These are significant problems. The only way that we will be able to change the direction the state’s finances are 
going is to literally change the government. We will have to wait and see what happens next March. We 
acknowledge that there is a long way to go and a lot of hard work to be done. This morning the “WA Labor Plan 
for Jobs” was tabled, which is a starting point. It is a very good document. The Western Australian community 
can certainly see a difference between what we are prepared to do with very little and what this government is 
doing. The government has mismanaged the finances and there is no money left. We know that because it has to 
borrow for what it has already spent; therefore, we have to be more creative about what we do. We acknowledge 
and understand the need to diversify and to look at what employment opportunities and education and training 
requirements are needed to enable people to have jobs in the future. 
At the end of this electoral cycle we find that other matters have been committed to but not been delivered upon. 
Part of that is due to the fact that the government has made such severe cutbacks in government departments that 
it does do not have enough people to deliver these commitments. I will come back to talk about the 
Department of Commerce because a number of matters are outstanding there in a raft of different areas of work, 
all of which are very significant and involve direct engagement with the community. I hope that in his response 
the minister will, in the dying days of this government, tell us what it is going to do. One of those matters is the 
residential parks long-stay legislation. We know that the review has dragged on for an extended period going 
back a number of years. It is not only the people living in the long-stay parks who need to know when the 
government will amend the legislation that will assist them, but also the owners of those parks who are equally 
frustrated because they are not getting any answers. This is obviously not a government priority, because it has 
had eight years to deal with it. I would imagine that is an issue that people in those places will be thinking about 
when they go to the polling booth, because the government has ignored their needs. Matters with retirement 
villages that have been outstanding since 2012 still have not been resolved. Hon Simon O’Brien will recall that. 
I must say that he did a very good job on that bill because he was prepared to negotiate and do it at the table, and 
we got some good amendments. However, a second tranche of changes is due. 
Hon Simon O’Brien: The bill was pretty darn good. 
Hon KATE DOUST: I am saying something nice about the member; he should take it while it is on offer. 
The industry is certainly very keen on the second tranche of changes, but again, because we are so late in the 
cycle, it is highly unlikely that it will be introduced, and highly unlikely that this government will regard it as 
a priority. 

Another area is the Construction Contracts Act. I acknowledge that the government has finally introduced a bill 
into the other place. It does not go as far as I think we would like, but will that bill be deemed a priority? Will it 
make its way through to this place before the house rises in late November? Will that happen? 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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